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Sample Final Examination

Part A.  In roughly 2-4 sentences, identify the author of each of the following passages and explain its significance (10 marks):

1 “…we must never forget that there is something within human nature that can respond to goodness, that man is not totally depraved; to put it in theological terms, the image of God is never totally gone.”
2. "We have sought in vain for an idea of power or necessary connexion in all the sources from which we could suppose it to be derived….all events seem entirely loose and separate."

3. "It can hardly be doubted that our future historian will include somewhere in his list the failure of the men of our generation to hold steadfastly before themselves the notion of an (even comparatively) unchanging moral idea."

4. "…he does not fulfill himself in his work but denies himself, has a feeling of misery rather than well-being, does not develop freely his mental and physical energies but is physically exhausted and mentally debased."

5. "To this war of every man against every man, this also is consequent: that nothing can be unjust."

Part B.  In a short paragraph answer each of the following questions (30 marks):
6. How does Hume show that we do not acquire an idea of power by examining the influence of the mind over the body?
7. Berkeley refers to primary and secondary qualities. What are they? Be sure to give an example of each.

8. How does Taylor use the example of a pain in the foot to show that only material objects exist in the world?

9. Explain the coherence theory of truth.

…continued overleaf

10. According to Popper, why does utopianism lead to violence?

11. What is Rachels' distinction between psychological egoism and ethical egoism?

12. What three liberties does Mill believe must be absolute?

13. What, according to Benedict, can be learned from the fact that a deviant in one society may be normal in another?

14. Why does Locke think that the state of nature would be a lot more agreeable than Hobbes thinks it would be?

15. Explain Martin Luther King’s distinction between civil disobedience and anarchy.
Part C. The questions in this part of the exam are peculiar to each section of the course. In an essay of approximately 750-1000 words, answer the ONE question that is appropriate to your section. (15 marks)

16. 

(John Thorp – Section 001) So, what is the purpose of art? 

(Jason Marsh – Section 030) Explain and evaluate Marx's view of the alienation of labour
(Steve Bland – Section 032) Why does Camus think that Sisyphus is a heroic character?  Do you agree?  Defend your answer.

(Sarah Lublink – Section 034) Was Athens justified in putting Socrates to death?  Defend your view, making reference to the arguments of at least two of the readings.  

(Philip Kuchar  - Section 036) Compare Tolstoy and Nietzsche on the question of life’s meaning. Whose life has more meaning, the person who submits to God or the human “god” who dominates submissive people?

(Shannon Dea – Section 038) What are Heidegger’s reasons for criticizing metaphysics?  Is he right?  Argue for your position.  

(Brian Lawson – Section 040) Making reference to the readings discussed in class, what do you think is/are the proper function(s) of art?
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